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Fiction

Ahmed, Samira. Amira and Hamza. When
her little brother Hamza opens the
forbidden Box of the Moon, Amira must
journey to a mystical land to prevent the
moon, the barrier between realms, from
unleashing a nightmare on Earth.

Dobbs, Alda P. Barefoot Dreams of Petra
Luna. Based on a true story, the tale of
one girl's perilous journey to cross the
U.S. border and lead her family to safety
during the Mexican Revolution.

Faruqi, Saadia. The Partition Project.
Mahnoor’s grandmother moves in, and as
details of Dadi's life during the partition
are revealed, Maha realizes she has a
subject for her documentary project.

Formato, Jaime. Roll for Initiative.
Twelve-year-old Riley steps out of her
older brother's protective shadow and
behind the Dungeon Master's screen,
running D&D campaigns for her new
friends and taking control of her own life. 

Heidicker, Christian McKay. Scary Stories
for Young Foxes (series). Fox kits Mia and
Uly are separated from their litters, and
discover a dangerous world. In order to
find a den to call home, they must
venture through it, facing unspeakable
things that dwell in the darkness.

Higuera, Donna Barba. Alebrijes. When  
Leandro takes the fall for his sister and is
exiled into an ancient drone, he embarks
on a perilous journey beyond the city's
walls  and encounters mutant monsters,
wasteland pirates, and fellow outcasts.

Holt, KA. Jordan J and the Truth about
Jordan J. Jordan J is an opinionated
middle schooler trying to find his place at
school, at home, and on the dance floor. 

Johnson, Anna Rose. The Star that
Always Stays. When fourteen-year-old
Norvia moves from Beaver Island to
Boyne City in 1914, she has to deal with 
a new school, a first crush, and a blended
family, but she also must keep secret her
parents' divorce and her Ojibwe heritage.  

Jung, Mike. The Boys in the Back Row.
Best friends Matt and Eric are hatching a
plan for one big final adventure together
before Eric moves away: they will sneak
away to a nearby comics convention and
meet their idol, a famous comic creator.

Kelly, Erin Entrada. Those Kids from Fawn
Creek. There are twelve kids in the
seventh grade at Fawn Creek Middle
School, who've been together all their
lives. In this small factory town where
everyone knows everything about
everyone, that's not necessarily a great
thing. Every day is exactly the same—
until Orchid Mason arrives.

Khan, Hena. Drawing Deena. When
aspiring artist Deena's anxiety reaches a
breaking point, both she and her mother
learn the importance of asking for help,
and that, with the right support, she can
create something truly beautiful.

Kim, Jessica. Stand Up, Yumi Chung! 
When eleven-year-old Yumi Chung
stumbles into a kids' comedy camp she is
mistaken for another student, so she
decides to play the part.

Kramer, Kasper J. The List of
Unspeakable Fears. In 1910 New York
City, ten-year-old Essie's fear and anxiety  
grow uncontrollably. When she and her
mother move to North Brother Island,
where Essie's new stepfather runs a
quarantine hospital for the incurably sick,
Essie imagines all manner of horrors,
including the ghost of a little girl... which
might not be imaginary after all.

LaRocca, Rajani. Red, White, and Whole.
Reha feels torn between two worlds:
school, where she's the only Indian
American student, and home, with her
family's traditions and holidays. When
Reha finds out that her Amma is sick, she
becomes determined to be the perfect
daughter and save her mother’s life.

Lowe, Mari. Aviva vs. the Dybbuk. A long
ago "accident." An isolated girl named
Aviva. A community that wants to help,
but doesn't know how. And a ghostly
dybbuk, that no one but Aviva can see,
causing mayhem and mischief that
everyone blames on her.

Maldonado, Torrey. What Lane? Biracial
sixth-grader Stephen questions the
limitations society puts on him after he
notices the way strangers treat him when
he hangs out with his white friends and
learns about the Black Lives Matter
movement.

Marks, Janae. From the Desk of Zoe
Washington (series). Receiving an
unexpected letter on her twelfth birthday
from the incarcerated father she has
never met, Zoe prepares for a cooking-
show competition while scrambling to
determine her father’s innocence.

Marsh, Katherine. Medusa. Ava's parents
send her to a boarding school especially
for children who are descended from
mythological monsters. But not
everything at the Accademia is as it
seems.

McCall, Guadalupe Garcia. The Keeper.
James moves to a new state and starts
getting mysterious letters from someone
who claims to be watching him. He and
his sister, Ava, are in danger. But the
problem with having a history of playing
practical jokes is that no one believes
James—not even his parents. 

Ortega, Claribel A. Ghost Squad. Casting
a spell that accidentally awakens
malicious spirits that wreak havoc
throughout St. Augustine, Lucely and Syd
team up with Syd's grandmother and
tabby cat to break the curse and save
Lucely’s firefly spirits.

Senf, Lora. The Clackity. Evie Von Rathe
lives in the seventh-most haunted town in
America. To rescue her aunt from the
ghost of a serial killer, Evie embarks on a
journey into a strange world with hungry
witches, ghosts, and a story thief, while
trying to fulfill her deal with the Clackity.

Stroker, Ali. The Chance to Fly. After
moving across the country, Natalie
auditions for her new school's play and
overcomes her fears and insecurities
about performing in a wheelchair.

Stroud, Jonathan. The Outlaws Scarlett
and Browne (series). On the run from her
latest bank robbery, Scarlett McCain
comes to the rescue of Albert Browne, the
sole survivor of a horrific accident, and
soon learns he may be the most
dangerous threat of all.

Wilde, Jen. Paige Not Found. In an effort
to better understand and communicate
with their autistic daughter, Paige's
parents enrolled her in a study without
her consent and a chip was implanted in
her brain.Now the company is days away
from merging with the most popular
social network in the world, one that has
a reputation for selling people's private
information to the highest bidder. Can
Paige and the other kids put a stop to it? 

Williams, Alicia. Mid-Air. Thirteen-year-
old Isaiah grapples with the loss of his
best friend as he strives to fit into a world
that expects him to toughen up, which
leads him on a exploration of identity and
vulnerability.



Nonfiction cont.

America’s Test Kitchen. The Complete
Cookbook for Young Scientists (641.5
AME). Why do some cheeses melt better
than others? Why does popcorn "pop"?
How does gelatin work? Answer these
questions (and wow your friends and
family!) by cooking some amazing treats! 

Bova, Dan. This Day in History for Kids
(909 BOV). History comes alive in this
beautifully illustrated book with bite-size
facts (along with a touch of humor). 

Chambers, Veronica. Finish the Fight! 
The Brave and Revolutionary Women Who
Fought for the Right to Vote (324.623
CHA). Celebrate the diverse heroines
whose courage in fighting for the 19th
amendment helped change America.

Favreau, Marc. Attacked! (940.542 FAV).
The attack on Pearl Harbor unfolds
through the actions and perspectives of
American, Japanese, and Hawaiian
leaders, soldiers, sailors, nurses, and
civilians.

Lowry, Lois. On the Horizon (940.54
LOW). The human stories behind World
War II’s Pearl Harbor attack and
Hiroshima bombing help us to
contemplate what victims share in
common and the importance of bridging
cultural divides.

Nye, Naomi Shihab. Cast Away: Poems for
Our Time (811 NYE). Young People’s Poet
Laureate Nye shines a spotlight on the
things we cast away, from plastic water
bottles to those less fortunate. 0524
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Fajardo, Kat. Miss Quinces. Sue just
wants to spend the summer reading and
making comics at sleepaway camp with
her friends, but instead gets stuck going
to Honduras to visit relatives.

Hansen, Dustin. My Video Game Ate My
Homework. Dewey Jenkins wants to have
the top science project to win a state-of-
the-art virtual reality video game, but
after his friend accidentally breaks the
console, they find themselves transported
inside a video game.

Johnson, Varian. Twins. Twins Maureen
and Francine distinguish themselves for
by pursuing separate interests at the
beginning of the sixth grade.

Mejia, Tehlor Kay. Are You Afraid of the
Dark? The Witch’s Wings and Other
Terrifying Tales (series). These three
terrifying tales feature haunted buses,
monstrous creatures, and spine-chilling
mysteries guaranteed to have you
reaching for the light switch!

Mercado, Yehudi. Chunky (series). Hudi
would rather do anything else than try
out for sports, but then he meets Chunky,
his imaginary friend and mascot.

Najem, Muhammad. Muhammad Najem,
War Reporter. (Graphic Novel, B NAJEM)
Muhammad Najem was only eight years
old when the war in Syria began and
thirteen when his beloved Baba,was killed
in a bombing. By fifteen, armed with the
camera on his phone and the support of
his family, Muhammad started reporting
on the war using social media.

Santat, Dan. A First Time For Everything:
A True Story.  Middle school is an
awkward time for many people, now-
successful authors included, but a trip to
Europe changed Dan Santat’s life. 

Steinkellner, Emma. Nell of Gumbling: My
Extremely Normal Fairy-Tale Life (series).
Seventh-grader Nell lives an ordinary life
in the magical town of Gumbling, but
yearns to land her dream apprenticeship
and become an artist.

Venable, Colleen A. F. Katie the Catsitter
(series). Twelve-year-old Katie is
dreading the boring summer ahead until
she realizes the mysterious neighbor who
hired her to catsit is one of the city's
greatest supervillains.

Weir, Ivy Noelle. Anne of West Philly. 
In this modern retelling of Anne of Green
Gables, Anne is fostered into the West
Philly home of siblings Marilla and
Matthew. With her big personality and
unstoppable creativity, Anne takes her
new home by storm as she joins the
robotics club, makes new friends in Diana
and Gilbert, experiences first love, and
turns the ordinary into the extraordinary.

Nonfiction

Partridge, Elizabeth. Seen and Unseen:
What Dorothea Lange, Toyo Miyatake,
and Ansel Adams's Photographs Reveal
about the Japanese American
Incarceration (940.53 PAR). Three
months after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor
in 1941, President Roosevelt ordered the
incarceration of all Japanese and
Japanese Americans living on the West
Coast of the US. Legendary
photographers came to photograph the
incarceration camps, but with different
approaches—and different results.

Smith, Elliot. Slavery and Reconstruction:
The Struggle for Black Civil Rights
(323.119 SMI). With the freeing of four
million enslaved people after the Civil
War, the Reconstruction period brought
new victories and challenges in the fight
for Black rights.

Soontornvat, Christina. All Thirteen: The
Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys'
Soccer Team (796.525 SOO). Firsthand
interviews alongside scientific and
cultural insights tell the story of the 2018
Thai cave rescue of the Wild Boars soccer
team and the critical, sophisticated
engineering operation that saved the lives
of thirteen young people.

Turner, Pamela S. How to Build a Human
in Seven Evolutionary Steps (599.938
TUR). How, when, and why did we 1.
stand up, 2. smash rocks, 3. get swelled
heads, 4. take a hike, 5. invent barbecue,
6. start talking (and never shut up), and
7. become storytellers? 

Graphic Novels

Armstrong, Jade. Scout is Not a Band Kid.
Scout joins her middle school's band in
order to go on the band's annual trip and
meet her favorite author, but she is
forced to face the music when the
trombone section leader realizes Scout
does not know how to play.

Billet, Julia. Catherine’s War. As France
buckles under the Nazi regime, budding
photographer Rachel Cohen must change
her name, go into hiding, and bear
witness to the atrocities of World War II.

Chau, Alina. Marshmallow and Jordan.
Jordan's days as star player for her
school's basketball team ended when an
accident left her paralyzed from the waist
down. Her competition days seem to be
behind her until a mysterious elephant
helps Jordan discover a brand new sport.

Chmakova, Svetlana. Be Wary of the
Silent Woods (series). In the Night Realm,
supernatural things passing for human
prowl the streets... but they still have to
go to school! When a shadow starts
looming and a classmate gets all weird,
Ailis and Na'ya are the first to notice.

Fiction, con’t 

Woodson, Jacqueline. Remember Us. It
seems like Sage's whole world is on fire
this summer. As house after house burns
down, her Bushwick neighborhood gets
referred to as "The Matchbox" in the local
paper. And while Sage prefers to spend
her time shooting hoops with the guys,
she's trying to figure out her place inside
the circle of girls she's always known. 

Yee, Lisa. Maizy Chen’s Last Chance.
Twelve year-old Maizy discovers her
family's Chinese restaurant is full of
secrets, but the more Maizy discovers,
the more questions she has.

Youngblood, Leslie C. Forever This
Summer (series). When eleven-year-old
Georgie and her sister Peaches relocate
to Bogalusa, Louisiana, with their mother
to help their Great Aunt Vie, Georgie
becomes involved in the search for the
truth about her new friend Markie's
mother.


