
Adodo, Edudzi. Children of Stardust. After 
stumbling upon a strange, golden pyramid 
that imbues him with a legendary power, 
Zero is recruited to take part in a 
dangerous, intergalactic quest to track 
down the mask of the Shaman King.

Alexander, Kwame. Door of No Return 
(series). When his brother represents Upper 
Kwanta in a wrestling contest, resulting in 
the unthinkable, 11-year-old Kofi finds 
himself fighting for his life, which sends him 
on a dangerous journey across land and 
sea, and away from everything he loves. 
Also by Kwame Alexander: Rebound.

Alston, B.B. Amari and the Night Brothers 
(series). Thirteen-year-old Amari gets an 
invitation from her missing brother to join 
the Bureau of Supernatural Affairs and join 
in the fight against an evil magician.

Baptist, Kelly. Isaiah Dunn is My Hero 
(series). Isaiah is now the big man of the 
house. But it's a lot harder than his dad 
made it look. Good thing Isaiah can count 
on his best friend, Sneaky, who always has a 
scheme for getting around the rules. Also by 
Kelly Baptist: The Swag is in the Socks.

Barron, Rena. Maya and the Rising Dark 
(series). Maya discovers her father is the 
keeper of the gateway between our world 
and The Dark, and when he goes missing 
she'll need to unlock her own powers and 
fight a horde of spooky creatures.

Bates, Janet Costa. Rica Baptista: Llamas, 
Iguanas, and My Very Best Friend. With her 
best friend moving away, Rica Baptista 
needs a pet so she won't get lonely, but her 
parents are against it, until an act of 
kindness and courage proves she is ready.

Black Boy Joy. From seventeen acclaimed 
Black male and nonbinary authors comes 
this vibrant collection of stories, comics, 
and poems about the power of joy and the 
wonders of Black boyhood.

Booth, Coe. Caprice. Offered a place at the 
school of her dreams, Caprice, plagued by 
internal doubt and family drama, is pulled 
back towards a secret, abusive past.

Bourne, Shakirah. Josephine Against the 
Sea. When she discovers her father's new 
girlfriend, Mariss, is actually a sea creature 
eager to take her place as his first love, 
Josephine must convince her friends to help 
her save her dad from Mariss's clutches.

Learn more: oppl.org/kids-lists 
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Bradford, K. Tempest. Ruby Finley vs. the
Interstellar Invasion. Eleven-year-old Ruby
loves studying insects, but accidentally
captures an alien bug, which escapes and
starts wreaking havoc in the neighborhood! 
 
Broaddus, Maurice. Unfadeable. Secretly
living on her own, graffiti artist Bella
“Unfadeable” Fades must learn how to bring
her community together to fight back when
corrupt people try to defund her
neighborhood. Also by Maurice Broaddus:
The Usual Suspects. 

Brooks, Nick. Nothing Interesting Ever
Happens to Ethan Fairmont. Sixth-grader
and self-proclaimed genius inventor Ethan
and his friends stumble across an
extraterrestrial visitor they name Cheese,
who is stuck on Earth in need of serious
repairs, spicy snacks, and total secrecy.
 
Brown, India Hill. The Girl in the Lake.
Celeste knows she should be excited to be
at her grandparents' lake house, but she's
not. The water is terrifying and strange, and
spooky things are starting to happen to her.

Brown, Roseanne A. Serwa Boateng’s Guide
to Vampire Hunting. After her home is
attacked by shapeshifting vampires, twelve-
year-old Serwa Boateng is sent to live with
her aunt in Maryland, but the aspiring
vampire hunter discovers that middle school
is harder than it appears on television!

Burgess, Tamika. Sincerely Sicily.  Sicily
Jordan, a Black Panamanian fashionista who
rocks her braids with pride, faces prejudice
both in her new school and at home, and
with a little creativity, proves to herself and
everyone else exactly who she is. 

Callender, Kacen. Moonflower. Overwhelmed
by their depression, Moon escapes into the
spirit realm every night where their friend
Wolf lives, but when the realm is threatened,
they embark on a magical adventure of love
and acceptance that spills over into the real
world. Also by Kacen Callender: Hurricane
Child; and King and the Dragonflies.

Caron, Butler. Shot Clock. After the death of
his friend, Tony works to make the
basketball team, but when he gets the
chance to join the squad as statistician, he
grapples with honoring the memory of his
friend while also trying to fit in on the team.

Chase, Paula. Keeping it Real. Marigold
Johnson is looking forward to a future full of
family, friends, and fashion--but what will
she do when she discovers that her entire
life is a lie? Also by Paula Chase: Dough
Boys; So Done; and Turning Point.

Clayton, Dhonielle. The Marvellers. The first 
Conjuror to attend the Arcanum Training 
Institute, Ella must prove her innocence 
when a dangerous criminal escapes and her 
mentor disappears.

Cline-Ransome, Lesa. Being Clem. When 
nine-year-old Clem's father dies in the Port 
Chicago Disaster, he is forced to navigate 
his family's losses and struggles in 1940s 
Chicago. Also by Lesa Cline-Ransome: 
Finding Langston and Leaving Lymon.

Colbert, Brandy. The Only Black Girls in 
Town. In a California beach town, the only 
two Black seventh-graders find hidden 
journals that uncover family secrets and 
speak to past race relations.

Collier, Nicole D. Just Right Jillian. Fifth 
grader Jillian will do just about anything to 
blend in, including staying quiet even when 
she has the right answer. After she loses a 
classroom competition because she won't 
speak up, she sets her mind on changing. 

Comrie, Courtne. Rain Rising. Thirteen-year- 
old Rain, who struggles with low self- 
esteem, must overcome sadness after her 
older brother Xander is severely beaten up 
at a frat party. With the help of an after- 
school circle group, Rain finds the courage 
to help herself and her family heal.

Cummings, Pat. Trace. A middle schooler 
who has recently lost both parents sees a 
ghost wearing old-fashioned clothing in the 
basement of the New York Public Library.

Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Journey of 
Little Charlie. When his sharecropper father 
is killed in an accident and leaves the family 
in debt, twelve-year-old Little Charlie agrees 
to accompany fearsome plantation overseer 
Cap'n Buck as he travels to the north.
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Davis, Tanita S. Figure It Out, Henri Weldon. 
Seventh grader Henrietta finally gets to 
switch schools! She can't wait for her new 
schedule, friends, and classes. But can she 
manage it all, including troubles with math 
and a feud with her sister? Also by Tanita S. 
Davis: Partly Cloudy and Serena Says.

Draper, Sharon. Out of My Heart (series). 
Melody loves horses but is scared of them. 
She wants to conquer her fears, so she 
hopes a summer camp will be the place to 
welcome someone with cerebral palsy who 
wants to learn to ride. Also by Sharon 
Draper: Blended.

Durham, David Anthony. The Shadow 
Prince.  In an alternate Egyptian universe, 
Ash must compete and survive to become 
the shadow--and protector--of the prince. 

Elle, J. A Taste of Magic. Twelve-year-old 
Kyana bakes up a plan to keep her inner- 
city magic school open after redistricting 
and gentrification threaten to close it down.

Elliott, Zetta. Moonwalking. In 1980s 
Brooklyn, new kid JJ Pankowski, an autistic 
punk-rock-lover, befriends Pie Velez, an 
Afro-Latinx math geek and graffiti artist.

Eschmann, Reese. Etta Invincible. When the 
friendly dog across the street disappears, 
Etta and the dog’s boy, Eleazar, are swept 
up in a magical adventure to save Chicago.

Ewing, Eve L. Maya and the Robot. A 
forgotten homemade robot comes to life 
just when aspiring fifth-grade scientist Maya 
needs a friend--and a science fair project.

Frazier, Sundee Tucker. Mighty Inside. 
Melvin Robinson wants a strong, smooth 
voice that lets him say what he wants, when 
he wants, but the thought of starting high 
school is only making his stutter worse. 
 
Getten, Kereen. If You Read This. Before she 
died, Brie's mama used to surprise her with 
treasure hunts around their town. Now, on 
her twelfth birthday, a series of letters leads 
Brie on one last hunt. Also by Kereen 
Getten. When Life Gives You Mangos. 

Giles, Chrystal D. Not an Easy Win. Expelled 
from school after one too many fights, 
Lawrence spends his days at the rec center 
where he learns how to play chess.

Giles, Lamar. The Last Last-Day-of-Summer 
(series). As summer winds down, Otto and 
Sheed are craving just a little more time for 
fun. When a mysterious man appears with a 
camera that literally freezes time, they have
to save their town--and each other.

Grimes, Nikki. Garvey in the Dark (series). 
When the Covid-19 pandemic brings a 
lockdown and his father becomes sick, 
Garvey must find a way to use his newfound 
musical skills to bring hope to his family.

Henderson, Leah. The Magic in Changing
Your Stars. After bungling his audition for
The Wiz, fifth-grader Ailey is magically
transported to 1930s Harlem, where he
meets his grandfather, legendary tap
dancer Bill "Bojangles" Robinson.

Hermon, Daka. Hide and Seeker. Something
is wrong with twelve-year-old Zee, who has
returned after a year's absence. Nobody
knows where he was or what happened to
him, but now he is distracted, violent, and
talking about some approaching danger.

Howell, Destiny. High Score. When his best
friend is tormented by Lucky, a seventh-
grade bully, Darius James comes up with a
plan to save his friend—and maybe the
whole school—from Lucky.

Jackson, Linda Williams. The Lucky Ones.
It's 1967, and eleven-year-old Ellis Earl
Brown has big dreams. He's going to grow
up to be a teacher or a lawyer and there'll
always be enough food in the icebox. But
are happy endings only in books?

James, LeBron. We are Family. When Jayden
and his teammates find out there's not
going to be a Hoop Group this year, they
have to learn to lean on each other if they
want to save their basketball program.

Johnson, Varian. Playing the Cards You’re
Dealt. Ten-year-old Anthony is finally old
enough to play in the spades tournament.
His friends are stressing about homework
and girls, but he thinks only of his father's
expectations at the card table. Also by
Varian Johnson: The Parker Inheritance.

Jones, Joy. Jayla Jumps In. After learning
that her mother was a Double Dutch
champion, eleven-year-old Jayla forms a
team, hoping to wow her big, quirky family.

Kendall, Christine. The True Definition of
Neva Beane. Twelve-year-old Neva and her
older brother Clayton have been left with
their grandparents for the summer, and she
is having a difficult time dealing with the
changes in both their lives.

Lerner, Gail. The Big Dreams of Small
Creatures. At a secret laboratory devoted to
the peaceful coexistence of human and
insects, everything depends on Eden, who
can speak to insects, and August, who just
wants to squash everything.

Lockington, Mariama. In the Key of Us. Andi
and Zora are both at an elite summer music
camp, trying to deal with their problems and  
the stress of competition. Increasingly, they
find themselves drawn to each other, and
maybe not just as friends. Also by Mariama
Lockington: For Black Girls Like Me. 

Luqman-Dawson, Amina. Freewater. After
escaping Southerland Plantation with his
little sister, 12-year-old Homer becomes
part of a secret community called
Freewater, where he finally finds a place to
call home and the courage to go back and
free his mother from enslavement. continued on next page

Magoon, Kekla. Chester Keene Cracks the 
Code. Chester and his classmate Skye are 
tasked with a complex puzzle-solving 
mission, but things aren't always what they 
seem when trying to stop a heist! Also by 
Kekla Magoon: The Season of Styx Malone.

Maldonado, Torrey. What Lane? Biracial 
sixth-grader Stephen has questions after he 
notices the way strangers treat him when he 
hangs out with his white friends and learns 
about the Black Lives Matter movement. 
Also by Torrey Maldonado: Tight.

Marks, Janae. From the Desk of Zoe 
Washington (series). Avid baker Zoe 
Washington receives a letter on her twelfth 
birthday from her biological father, who is in 
prison for a terrible crime. Also by Janae 
Marks: A Soft Place to Land.

Mbalia, Kwame. Last Gate of the Emperor 
(series). Enduring an isolated existence in 
Addis Prime, a star underground augmented 
reality gamer finds his family targeted by 
city-razing monsters waging a galaxy-wide 
war. Also by Kwame Mbalia: Tristan Strong 
Punches a Hole in the Sky (series).

Moore, David Barclay. Holler of the Fireflies. 
Javari knew that West Virginia would be 
different from his home in Brooklyn. But his 
STEM Camp in a little town is still a shock. 
Javari will learn a lot about science... and 
rich people, racism, and hidden agendas. 

Moses, Sheila P. We Were The Fire: 
Birmingham, 1963. Determined to stand up 
for their rights, eleven-year-old Rufus and 
his friends participate in the 1963 civil 
rights protests in Birmingham, Alabama.

Neri, Greg. Polo Cowboy (series). When 
Cole's dad, one of Philly's urban cowboys, 
says he has to get a job, Cole winds up as a 
stable hand for the polo team at George 
Washington Military Academy, where the 
players are rich, white, and stuck-up.

Parsons, Karyn. How High the Moon. Ella 
seeks information about her father while 
enjoying a visit with her mother, a Boston 
jazz singer, then returns to the harsh 
realities of segregated South Carolina.

Patterson, James and Kwame Alexander. 
Becoming Muhammad Ali: A Novel. A 
biographical novel tells the story of Cassius 
Clay, the determined boy who would one 
day become Muhammad Ali, one of the 
greatest boxers of all time.

Pinkney, Andrea Davis. Loretta Little Looks 
Back: Three Voices Go Tell It! Loretta, Roly, 
and Aggie B. Little relate their Mississippi 
family's struggles and triumphs from 1927- 
68 while struggling as sharecroppers, living 
under Jim Crow, and fighting for Civil Rights.

Fiction, cont.
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Ramée, Lisa Moore. Mapmaker. Walt's
magical ability to bring maps to life puts
him, his twin sister Van, and friend Dylan in
danger when an enchanted heirloom
strands them in the fantastical world of
Djaruba. Also by Lisa Moore Ramée: A Good
Kind of Trouble and Something to Say.

Recognize! An Anthology Honoring and
Amplifying Black Life. An anthology
featuring over thirty Black authors and
illustrators to honor Black life.

Reed, Dwayne. Simon B. Rhymin’ (series).
Chicago fifth-grader Simon, an aspiring
rapper who lacks self-confidence, uses his
rhymes to help his community.

Reynolds, Jason. Look Both Ways: A Tale
Told in Ten Blocks. A collection of short
stories that all take place in the same day
about kids walking home from school. 

Reynolds, Justin A. It’s the End of the World
and I’m in my Bathing Suit. When the
electricity goes out, Eddie and his friends
set out to investigate what is going on when
they make the startling discovery that they
are the only ones left in their neighborhood-
-and perhaps the only people left anywhere.

Rhodes, Jewell Parker. Paradise on Fire.
Bronx middle-grader Addy joins other city
youngsters on a wilderness adventure in
California that turns deadly when wildfires
erupt. Also by Jewell Parker Rhodes: Black
Brother, Black Brother; and Ghost Boys.

Rhuday-Perkovich, Olugbemisola. Operation
Sisterhood. Eleven-year-old Bo is used to it
being just her and her mom. When her mom
gets married, Bo must adjust to her new
sisters. Also by Olugbemisola Rhuday-
Perkovich: It Doesn’t Take a Genius.

Shabazz, llyasah. Betty Before X. Raised by
her aunt until she is six, Betty, who will later
marry Malcolm X, joins her mother and
stepfamily in 1940s Detroit, where she
learns about the civil rights movement.

Shawl, Nisi. Speculation. After Winna breaks
her glasses, her grandfather gives her a
vintage magic pair that can grant wishes!

Smith, Nikki Shannon. Girls Survive (series):
Ann Fights for Freedom (Underground
Railroad); Charlotte Spies for Justice (Civil
War); Lena and the Burning of Greenwood
(Tulsa Race Massacre); and Noelle at Sea
(Titanic). 

Smith, Ronald L. Where the Black Flowers
Bloom. When orphaned Asha’s caretaker is
attacked by ghoulish creatures, Asha is
launched onto a quest to protect her people
and stop an ancient evil. Also by Ronald L.
Smith: Black Panther, The Young Prince
(series) and Gloom Town.

Series Books: Easy 
Readers, Early Chapter, 

and Paperback 

Stone, Nic. Fast Pitch. Shenice Lockwood is 
hyper-focused when she steps up to the 
plate, but will life’s curveballs stop her 
from reaching the championship? Also by 
Nic Stone: Clean Getaway and Shuri: A 
Black Panther Novel (series).

Stringfellow, Lisa. A Comb of Wishes. When 
she stumbles upon the ancient comb of the 
mermaid Ophidia, Kela gets one wish.

Strong, Karen. Eden’s Everdark. Eden 
discovers a creepy sketchbook that leads 
her to Everdark--a spirit world ruled by an 
evil witch whom Eden must defeat.

Watson, Renée. Some Places More than 
Others. Amara visits her father's family in 
Harlem for her twelfth birthday, hoping to 
better understand her family and herself, 
but New York is not what she expected.

Wells, Tina. Honest June (series). When 
June starts middle school, her fairy 
godmother puts a spell on her that forces 
her to speak only the truth! Also by Tina 
Wells: The Zee Files (series). 

Williams, Alicia. Genesis Begins Again. 
Thirteen-year-old Genesis tries again and 
again to lighten her black skin, thinking it is 
the root of her family's troubles, before 
discovering reasons to love herself as is.

Wilson, Lakita. Be Real, Macy Weaver. 
Determined to find a new best friend in 
Brynn, who's smart, kind, and beautiful, 
Macy turns one small lie into a whole new 
life...until everything falls apart.

Winston, Sherri. Lotus Bloom and the Afro 
Revolution. Lotus Blossom, normally a 
peace-loving free spirit, must summon the 
courage to fight against a racist dress code 
and stand up for herself. Also by Sherri 
Winston: Jada Sly, Artist & Spy; and 
Journey to Freedom, 1838.

Woods, Brenda. When Winter Robeson 
Came. In August 1965, Eden's older cousin
comes to visit her in Los Angeles, and while 
the Watts Riots erupt around them, they 
investigate the disappearance of Winter's 
father ten years earlier. Also by Brenda 
Woods: The Unsung Hero of Birdsong, USA.

Woodson, Jacqueline. Before the Ever 
After. ZJ's friends help him cope when his 
father, a professional football player, 
suffers severe headaches and memory loss 
that spell the end of his career. Also by 
Jacqueline Woodson: Harbor Me.

Youngblood, Leslie C. Love Like Sky 
(series). Georgie is still adjusting to leaving 
Atlanta for a small town and having a 
stepfather when her six-year -old sister, 
Peaches, suddenly becomes very ill.

Zoboi, lbi Aanu. My Life as an Ice Cream 
Sandwich. In the summer of 1984, Ebony  
Grace visits her father in Harlem, where her 
fascination with outer space and science 
fiction interfere with her finding friends.

Atinuke. Too Small Tola (Early Chapter). 

Blackwood, Remi. Future Hero: Race to Fire 
Mountain (Paperback). 

Curry, Parker. Parker Grows a Garden
(Easy Readers, Level 1). 

Dillard, J. J.D. The Kid Barber: J.D. and the 
Great Barber Battle (Early Chapter). 

Elliott, Zetta. Dragons in a Bag (Early 
Chapter). 

Eschmann , Reese. Home for Meow: The 
Purrfect Show (Paperback). 

Griffith, Theanne. Magnificent Makers: How 
to Test a Friendship (Paperback). 

Lyons, Kelly Starling. Miles Lewis: King of 
the Ice (Paperback). 

Lyons, Kelly Starling. Ty's Travels: Zip, 
Zoom! (Easy Readers, Level 1).

Nuurali, Siman. Sadiq and the Fun Run 
(Paperback).

Platt, Christine. Ana & Andrew: Summer in 
Savannah (Easy Readers, Level 2). 

Ransom, Candice F. Grandparents Day! 
(Easy Readers, Level 1).

Smith, Elliott. Bo at the Buzz: Bo and the 
Basketball Game (Easy Readers, Level 2). 

Smith, Nikki Shannon. The Amazing Life of 
Azaleah Lane (Early Chapter). 

Watson, Renée. Ways to Make Sunshine 
(Early Chapter). 

Winston, Sherri. Wednesday and Woof: 
Catastrophe (Paperback). 

Fiction, cont. 
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Alexander, Kwame. Booked. Twelve-year- 
old Nick learns the power of words as he 
wrestles with problems at home, stands up 
to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of 
his dreams. Also by Kwame Alexander: The 
Crossover.

Who Was the Greatest?: Muhammad Ali 
(Nonfiction Graphic Novel series, BIO ALI). 
Explore the journey Muhammad Ali took to 
win his final match, known as the Thrilla in 
Manila, against fellow heavyweight boxing 
champion Joe Frazier.

Baptiste, Tracey. Rosa Parks & Claudette 
Colvin: Civil Rights Heroes (Nonfiction 
Graphic Novel, 323.092 BAP). Meet two 
brave Black women who stood up against 
segregation, setting in motion the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott and showing the 
nation how positive change can start with a 
single defiant act.

Brown, Roseanne A. Into the Heartlands. 
Shuri and T'Challa set out to remove a 
curse from Wakanda after one of Shuri's 
inventions accidentally destroys the sacred 
ceremony site for Soul Washing Day. As the
people of Wakanda fall sick, including their 
mother, the siblings travel deep into the 
mysterious Heartlands to save their family 
and kingdom.

Christmas, Johnnie. Swim Team. When she 
has to take Swim 101, middle schooler 
Bree must face one of her greatest fears, 
but with a little help from an elderly 
neighbor and former swim team captain, 
she becomes her school’s best hope to 
beat their rival.

Cody, Matthew and Derick Brooks. Bright 
Family. For the Bright family, rocket 
science is no big deal, but learning how to 
be a family is a real challenge! 

Craft, Jerry. New Kid (series). Seventh- 
grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more 
than drawing cartoons about his life. But 
instead of sending him to the art school of 
his dreams, his parents enroll him in a 
prestigious private school known for its 
academics, where Jordan is one of the few 
kids of color in his entire grade. Can Jordan 
learn to navigate his new school culture 
while keeping his neighborhood friends 
and staying true to himself? 

Doucet, Rashad. Pax Samson: 1, The 
Cookout. Twelve-year-old Pax Samson has 
to decide between his chef aspirations and 
the family business…being superheroes. 

Fitzpatrick, Insha. Who Sparked the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott?: Rosa Parks 
(Nonfiction Graphic Novel series, 323.092 
FIT). From refusing to give up her bus seat 
to a white passenger to sparking civil 
rights protests across America, explore 
how Rosa Parks's powerful act earned her 
the title "Mother of the Civil Rights 
Movement." 

Grant, Shauna J. Mimi and The Cutie 
Catastrophe. Mimi is a loyal friend and fun 
playmate, who has the best adventures 
with Penelope, her magical toy dog. But 
people only notice that she’s cute and 
charming! How can she show them her 
authentic self?
 
Johnson, Varian. Twins. Maureen and 
Francine Carter are twins and best friends. 
They participate in the same clubs, enjoy 
the same foods, and are partners on all 
their school projects. But just before the 
girls start sixth grade, Francine becomes 
Fran—a girl who wants to join the chorus,
run for class president, and dress in 
fashionable outfits that set her apart from 
Maureen. Are sisters really forever? Or will 
middle school change things for good?

Nicholas, Jamar. Leon the Extraordinary 
(series). In the city where Leon lives, 
superheroes--and supervillains--are 
commonplace. So how does an ordinary
kid like Leon, who has no superpowers 
himself, become the superhero he wants to 
be?

Nisson, Sam and Darnell Johnson. Power 
Up (series). Forging a powerful team 
online, two gamers who do not realize that 
they attend the same middle school find 
their virtual and real lives turned upside 
down by an act of wrongdoing that 
challenges their partnership. 

Reynolds, Jason. Stuntboy, In the 
Meantime. Portico Reeves's superpower is 
making sure all the other superheroes— 
like his parents and two best friends—stay 
super. And safe. Super safe. And he does 
this all in secret. No one in his civilian life 
knows he's actually...Stuntboy! 

Reynolds, Justin. Miles Morales: Shock 
Waves (series). Miles Morales is a normal 
kid who happens to juggle school at 
Brooklyn Visions Academy while swinging 
through the streets of Brooklyn as Spider- 
Man. After a disastrous earthquake strikes 
his mother's birthplace of Puerto Rico, 
Miles springs into action to help set up a 
fundraiser for the devastated island. 

Smith, James Otis. Black Heroes of the Wild 
West (GN 978.02 SMI). The extraordinary 
true tales of three Black heroes who took 
control of their destinies and stood up for 
their communities in the Old West.

Soria, Gabriel. Who is the Man in the Air?: 
Michael Jordan (Nonfiction Graphic Novel 
series, 796.323 SOR). Explore the 
relentless grit of Michael Jordan, as he 
powers through a mysterious illness in 
Game 5 of the 1997 NBA finals against the 
Utah Jazz, infamously known as The Flu 
Game. 

Stephens, Olivia. Artie and the Wolf Moon. 
After sneaking out against her mother's 
wishes, Artie Irvin spots a massive wolf-- 
then watches it don a bathrobe and 
transform into her mom. Thrilled to 
discover she comes from a line of 
werewolves, Artie asks her mom to share 
everything! 

Taylor, Whit. Harriet Tubman: Toward 
Freedom (GN BIO TUB). Graphic biography 
detailing Harriet Tubman's escape from 
slavery and her efforts with other 
abolitionists to rescue dozens of those still 
enslaved.

Venditti, Robert and Olivia Stephens. 
Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky 
(series). Seventh-grader Tristan Strong 
tumbles into the MidPass and, with allies 
John Henry and Brer Rabbit, must entice 
the god Anansi to come out of hiding and 
seal the hole Tristan accidentally ripped in 
the sky.

Walker, David. The Life of Frederick 
Douglass (Nonfiction Graphic Novel, BIO 
DOU). A portrait of the man who stood up 
and spoke out for freedom and equality, 
from his life as a young enslaved man to 
his forbidden education and escape, and 
on through his growing prominence as a 
speaker, abolitionist, and influential 
cultural figure during the Civil War and 
beyond.


