
Tuesday, September 27, 2022
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Board of Library Trustees of the Village of Oak Park held
on Tuesday, September 27, 2022 on the Zoom virtual platform. President Fruth called the
meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
Chakraborty took the roll as acting secretary.

Present: Library Trustees Bloom, Burns, Chakraborty, Fairfax, Foss, Fruth, Rogers.

Also attending virtually: Interim Executive Director Lori Pulliam; Director of
Communications Jodi Kolo; Director of Collections Liegh Tarullo; Director of Finance
Jeremy Andrykowski; Manager of Adult Services Alexandra Skinner; Manager of
Children's Services Jennifer Norborg; Manager of Facilities Matt Bartodziej; Manager of
Middle and High School Services Latonia Jackson; Community members Rory O’Neill;
Peggy Conlon Madigan; Kim A.; David’s iPhone; Oak Park; 1-312-648-9707.

2. Decision to Conduct a Virtual Meeting (Action)
Rogers motioned to approve, Burns seconded. Vote: all yes.

3. Approval of Minutes
Fruth said a revised set of minutes was distributed this afternoon via email.

Fairfax motioned to approve, Rogers seconded.

Vote: all yes.

4. Public Comments
Fruth said he received 3 public comments via email and would read them as shared.

Dear Board members, Please stop inviting drag queens to speak to children. This is totally
inappropriate. Just look at this video that drag "artist" Hex produced:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63EXWPo6x7E. He promotes drug abuse and suicide
here at the time of youth suicides increasing every year, and I am not even talking about
the vulgarity of the language in many of his videos.

Our library is a wonderful resource for our community, and I greatly value it. However, I
am not on board with the idea of drag queens reading to children. I am not sure why this
has become a nationwide trend, but I ask you to stop it and find more appropriate
programs for kids. Sincerely, Russell Working
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As a resident of Oak Park for over 20 years, and a parent that regularly patronizes the
library, I am outraged that Drag Queen Story times are being held. They are inappropriate
events that are putting young children in close proximity with adults who are intentionally
and explicitly sexualized. This must be stopped. Exposing children to drag queens is
perverted. It makes the sexuality of the reader, not the stories in the books themselves,
the focus of the events. That’s not the right way to teach children the value of books. I do
not tolerate the sexualization of children. I am disappointed and deeply concerned that
this is supported by my public library. As a taxpayer, concerned parent, and a citizen of
Oak Park I am strongly against this. This doesn’t represent my morals and values. I am
not alone in this thinking. Thank you, Amie Treacy

Rory O’Neill asked for a public discussion about servicing the floors of the Main Library.

Nonna Working said she did receive a response from the library about drag queens and
wanted the board to stop these storytimes and see how parents all over the country are
fighting this trend.

5. Trustee Comments and Calendar
Bloom said the community fridge launch was a proud moment for her to see as a library
trustee.

Pulliam said she hopes to see everyone at the Barbara Ballinger Lecture on Sunday,
October 9.

6. Staff Reports
a. Strategic Priorities: Engagement, Learning, Stewardship, and Anti-racism
Pulliam said managers are attending tonight to answer questions about summer reading,
middle and high school services, and the flooring in the library.

Fruth asked Bartodziej about the Main Library floor surface. Bartodziej said the new
middle school floor surface area on the second floor was completed over Labor Day
weekend. The team used a new product recommended by the maker of the eco-surface
floors. Based on what the manufacturer suggests, Bartodziej said he is excited to see
how this works, and to roll this out to other areas of the library.

b. Library Core Use Statistics
Bloom asked for an estimate of new library cards issued in September.

Page 3 of 101



Kolo said a full report on what was done to get people to get, use, and re-engage with
their library cards will be in next month’s Board report.

c. Additions and Terminations Report

d. Staff Changes Report
Rogers said she sees the results of staff working to convert more staff members from
part time to full time.

Treece said if you are following these two reports there is a connection between the
terminations report and the changes report in terms of conversations.

Bloom asked when the next eNPS survey will be; she also asked to see how many staff
members are using tuition grants/reimbursements offered by the library.

Treece said the next eNPS is in early November. He also expects to share more in
November about staff conversion to full time–what that looks like from 2017 compared
to today—and more related to our anti-racism journey.

7. Financial Reports

a. September 2022 Financial Report

b. September 2022 Disbursements Resolution
Burns moved to approve disbursements. Fairfax seconded.

Votes: All yes.

8. Additional Reports
a. Intergovernmental Committee (IGov)
Burns said the last meeting took place before the sustainability meeting. Talked about a
local candidates’ forum for late January. FYI for people who are running. Village working
on 998 (mental health support), Climate Action Plan, fiber optics installation. Park
District’s new building should be enclosed by the end of October (and is on schedule).
D90, D97 and D200 are talking about bringing back a shared equity board.

b. Council of Governments (CoG)
Fruth said CoG did not meet (was canceled).

c. ILA Legislation and Advocacy
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Fruth said moving toward the ILA conference in October. Fruth said he is helping facilitate
the advocacy panel and talking with two state legislator presenters (Willis, Murphy) to
speak to attendees on October 19.

D. PlanIt Green
Foss said the group facilitated an IGOV sustainability session and Andrykowski
presented with other Oak Park government leaders on a panel.

d. Friends of the Library
Rogers said the Friends next meeting is October 17, and it will be her first.

9. Unfinished business
a. Executive Director Search
Fruth said trustees will meet tonight in closed session to discuss how they want to
proceed given a candidate will be meeting with library staff and board later this week.

10. New business
a. Draft 2: Fiscal Year 2023 Budget

i. Compensation Analysis
Treece presented additional scenarios requested at last month’s regular meeting. After
asking questions and more discussion, the Board suggests staff move ahead with Option
C presented in Board meeting materials (an average employee increase of 8.2%.)

ii. Financial Spreadsheets
Andrykowski presented a second draft 2023 operating budget that would levy an
operating budget increase of 5% when compared to 2022. He discussed background and
rationale for increases and decreases in certain areas and specific line items.

b. Meeting Spaces Policy Revision
Pulliam said the changes are to remove the second floor Book Discussion Room as a
reservable public space and add back in the Community Lobby Space as a reservable
public space. Rationale was the second floor space is now home to staff on the new
Middle and High School Services team.

Fairfax asked if that was the only space available or if usage was down. meeting space
use was down.

Pulliam replied both, adding that staff space is hitting limitations of the building’s original
design.

Chakraborty motioned to approve. Foss seconded.
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Votes: all yes.

c. Resolution Supporting Library Collections and Programs
Fruth read his draft resolution, discussed the conditions that inspired him to write it and
asked trustees for feedback.

Trustees asked a few questions about phrasing, expressing overall support.

Norborg chatted to Everyone at 8:08 pm

“I want to express that I have utmost confidence and respect for the Children’s Services
staff and their commitment to serving kids and their families.

Hal Patnott, Rainbow Services Librarian and Megha Bamola, full-time Library Specialist
work very hard to find talented performers and ensure they will present programs geared
toward the Pre-K age group. We provide a template for Drag storytime and ask
performers to choose books to present from a list we have curated.

Overall, Drag storytime is a celebration and is intended to promote kindness, empathy
and inclusivity. (Kids love to dress up!)

OPPL is a library for everyone. This is what we strive for everyday. However, this does not
mean that everything we offer in the collection or via programming will appeal or
resonate with every patron. Rather, it is part of our mission to provide a wide range of
materials and experiences for patrons to choose from.”

d. Line of credit to cover delayed tax distribution
Andrykowski shared details of his research around potential processes and estimated
charges if the library would need to apply for a line of credit to cover expenses due to
later than normal distribution of Cook County property tax revenue.

11. Closed session 5 ILCS 120/c 1 to discuss matters of employment, performance,
retention and compensation of specific library employees; real property; or litigation.

Bloom motioned to move to a closed session. Foss seconded.

Vote: all yes.

Trustees moved into closed session.
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12. Adjournment
Trustees returned to open session, and Fruth adjourned the meeting at 9:06 pm.
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