
Tuesday, July 19, 2022
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Board of Library Trustees of the Village of Oak Park held
on Tuesday, July 19, 2022 on the Zoom virtual platform. President Fruth called the meeting to
order at 6:38 p.m.

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
Fruth took the roll as acting secretary.

Present: Library Trustees Bloom, Burns, Chakraborty, Fairfax, Foss, Fruth, and Rogers.

Absent: None.

Also attending virtually:  Interim Executive Director Lori Pulliam; Director of Technology
Elizabeth Marszalik; Community Member Peggy Conlon-Madigan.

2. Decision to Conduct a Virtual Meeting (Action)
Bloom motioned to approve, Chak seconded. Vote: all yes.

3. Public Comments
Fruth asked Colon-Madigan if she wanted to speak or read her email comment. Fruth
read the email content submitted. “I was recently informed by OPPL that our tax-payer
funded library will cease physical newspaper subscriptions as of 2023, other than the Oak
Leaves and Wednesday Journal. The equity issue for *senior citizens *moderate income
citizens does not appear to be consistent with OPPL's mission statement and strategic
plan. Yes, 100% digital subscriptions are the way of the future. In a community which has
a tradition now of celebrating seniors during the month of May, let the OPPL not pay lip
service to the sentiment of meeting people where their needs are. Until those born in the
1950s and earlier pass away from this earth...fund the physical editions of the New York
Times and Washington Post PLEASE National and international news (which the
decimated Chicago Tribune simply chooses not to appropriately fund in its existing
business plan) of such magnitude, recently and currently, is less likely to be read digitally
by *senior citizens *modest income citizens Clearly, some 70+ years old do read some
newspaper articles digitally. Many many do not. Don't go the way of Alden Global
Capital(Chicago Tribune owner). Please fulfill the goal of distribution of and access to the
physical subscription to the New York Times and the Washington Post now and for the
foreseeable future. When those 70+ no longer exist in this world? That will be the time to
cease those physical subscriptions. Now is not the time. Sincerely, Peggy
Conlon-Madigan

4. Closed Session 5 ILCS 120/c 1
To discuss matters of employment, performance, retention and compensation of specific
library employees; real property; or litigation.

Vote: all yes to join the closed session.



5. Adjournment
Fruth adjourned the meeting at 8:10 pm.




