
Tuesday, April 26, 2022
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Board of Library Trustees of the Village of Oak Park held
on Tuesday, April 26, 2022 on the Zoom virtual platform. President Fruth called the meeting to
order at 6:33 p.m.

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
Foss took the roll as acting secretary.

Present: Library Trustees Bloom, Burns, Chakraborty, Fairfax, Foss, and Fruth.

Absent: Sarah Glavin.

Also attending virtually:  Interim Executive Director Lori Pulliam; Director of
Communications Jodi Kolo; Director of Equity & Racism Stephen Jackson; Director of
Operations Jeremy Andrykowski; Director of Technology and Project Management
Elizabeth Marszalik; Manager of Adult Services Alexandra Skinner; Oak Park Township
Youth Services Manager Megan Traficano and Youth Engagement Program Manager
Jonathan Brown; Community members Todd Jacobek, Peggy Conlin Madigan, O.P.

2. Decision to Conduct a Virtual Meeting (Action)
Foss motioned to approve, Bloom seconded. Vote: all yes.

3. Approval of Minutes
a. March 22, 2022, Virtual Regular Meeting

Burns moved to approve. Chakraborty seconded.

Vote: all yes.

4. Public Comments

Submitted via online form:
Date: Mon, Apr 25, 2022 at 9:36 AM
Subject: Public Comments for Library Board Meeting

Email: patriciakoko@hotmail.com

Your full name: Pat Koko

Please select which meeting your comment is intended for: Regular Board Meeting April
26

Please type your comments below, limiting them to 3 minutes: Good evening, library
board trustees and staff.

Because of the library’s vital role in our community, we want to be sure you are aware of
the upcoming return of Celebrating Seniors Week.



First, a little background about the Celebrating Seniors Coalition, for those who may not
already be aware: since our first Celebrating Seniors Week in 2011, our not-for-profit
organization has been fueled by a dedicated core team of volunteers. We work to dispel
outdated and inaccurate myths about what it is to be a senior in our society. At the same
time, we raise awareness of older adults’ value and impact while raising money for some
older adults in financial need.

This year, from Thursday, May 12 through Thursday, May 19, there will be over 30 events
throughout Oak Park, River Forest and Forest Park held under the Celebrating Seniors
banner.

The marquee event is the inaugural Celebrating Seniors Scavenger Hunt, which will bring
people of all ages, both on foot and bicycle, past the main library on Saturday, May 14th.
That event showcases over 60 of the cultural, civic, architectural and historical gems in a
one-square-mile area of north Oak Park.

We invite each of you to join in the fun on that day, and to attend as many of the other
events as possible. We are pleased that the library once again is among the venues
where events will be held.

You can find more details at CelebratingSeniors.net. Our calendar of events can be found
by clicking on the Events tab. Anyone with questions is invited to e-mail us at
info@celebratingseniors.net.

Throughout our history, the Celebrating Seniors Coalition has been strengthened by the
engagement of local government bodies. That certainly includes the Oak Park Public
Library. We are extremely grateful for your ongoing support, just one of many ways that
you provide extraordinary service to our community.

Pat Koko
Celebrating Seniors Coalition volunteer and longtime Oak Park resident

Traficano said she was attending to discuss and answer questions regarding the
intergovernmental agreement in the meeting materials from the Oak Park Township’s
Youth Interventionist Program. Brown said the team’s focus during the pandemic was on
mental health needs and that the team was partnering with the library’s Teen Services
Team to present an upcoming Job Readiness Program.

Foss asked for clarification on teens served. Traficano said last year 80 individual clients
were seen weekly and many more were seen via various agency engagement programs.

The team was commended for its work in the community via Zoom chat comments.

Vote to approve the intergovernmental agreement: all yes.

5. Trustee Comments and Calendar
Kolo spoke about library plans for A Day In Our Village and invited trustees to participate
in the day’s library booth activities. Kolo also asked if trustees wanted answers to any
attendee questions. Bloom suggested: What do you think when you think of Oak Park?



6. Staff Reports
a. Strategic Priorities: Engagement, Learning, Stewardship, and Anti-racism
No discussion.

b. Library Core Use Statistics
Chakraborty said she is curious about how high digital use may affect future budgeting.

Fairfax said continuing both in-person and virtual events was a high priority for her.

7. Financial Reports
a. March 2022 Financial Report.
No discussion.

b. March 2022 Disbursements Resolution, Bank Statements, and Statement of Income
and Expenses.
Foss moved to approve disbursements. Burns seconds.

Votes: all yes.

8. Additional Reports
a. Intergovernmental Committee (IGov)
Fairfax said the group’s assembly will be in May, the new District 97 superintendent
begins June 3, District 200 is searching for an equity director, and the Village is hiring for
an assistant director of diversity. Fairfax mentioned her hope to link future discussions
about reparations to the legacy of Percy Julian, and was pleased to see the library talking
about him on social media.

b. Council of Governments (CoG)
Fruth said the meeting content focused on introductions of new leaders and information
sharing. Pulliam said seniors and transportation were two themes mentioned for future
idea sharing and problem solving.

c. ILA Legislation and Advocacy
Fruth said new state legislation requires a board vacancy be filled within 90 days. Fruth
said this affects the Oak Park board given last week’s resignation of library trustee Sarah
Glavin.

d. Friends of the Library
Pulliam met with the new Friends Board president Russell Glidden who was open to
hosting a small book fair in early August in the Main Library Veterans Room. More details
about collecting donated materials to sell would be forthcoming.

e. Library Employment Report
Bloom asked about Linda Barnett’s title change.

9. New Business
a. Rescind Policy: General Rules and Regulations Policy



Fairfax asked if the board can rescind a policy without new language in place, and if there
was a human resources or legal concern.

Bloom said she did not want extra pressure placed on managers or supervisors to define
what is appropriate dress.

Pulliam said the new language was: "Staff should dress appropriately for the work they
do each day. ‘Appropriately’ can mean different things to different people. Please reach
out to your supervisor or manager with any questions or concerns."

Pulliam said dress code issues do not come up often and the reason to rescind this
policy was because its tone did not align with the culture the library is trying to foster.

Bloom moved to rescind. Foss seconded.

Votes: all yes.

b. Trustee resignation and replacement process (Action)
Fruth asked if everyone had received information he forwarded via email last week that
Glavin had resigned for personal reasons. Fruth said he obtained a copy of the District 97
new trustee questionnaire, had modified a few questions to apply to the library, and would
share a draft with trustees via email for comment and online posting by the end of the
week.

Burns moved to declare a board vacancy. Fairfax seconded.

Vote: all yes.

b. Trustee resignation and replacement process (Discussion)
Fruth said the executive director job posting went live last week and would remain live
through May 6. Bloom asked what source or site was getting the most activity, and Fruth
replied he would find out.

Foss asked about trustees’ required financial reporting and Fruth said Foss should
contact the library attorney for additional clarification.

Fruth adjourned the meeting at 8:24 pm.
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