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Fiction

Badua, Tracy. Freddie vs. the Family
Curse. Freddie Ruiz is cursed. When he
discovers a century-old amulet from the
Philippines that’s supposed to bring good
luck, Freddie couldn’t be more wrong and
has thirteen days to break a curse or
meet an untimely demise.

Bauer, Joan. Raising Lummie. Newly-
orphaned and living with the half sister
she hardly knows, twelve-year-old Olive
rediscovers hope when she starts training
a guide dog puppy.

Bowman, Akemi Dawn. Generation Misfits.  
Previously homeschooled, Millie Nakakura  
joins her new performing arts school's J-
Pop club, where the members form an
imitation band of their favorite girl group.

Callendar, Kacen. King and the
Dragonflies. In a small but turbulent
Louisiana town, one boy's grief takes him
beyond the bayous of his backyard, to
learn that there is no right way to be
yourself.

Cho, John. Troublemaker. It’s 1992 in
Glendale, California, and Jordan’s life is
coming apart. He’s banned from seeing
Mike, his impulsive church friend. Driven
by emotional pain and a desire to prove
himself to Appa, Jordan sneaks out with
Mike—and the gun his father has
forbidden him to touch. As violence
spreads toward Koreatown, he tries to
deliver it as protection for Appa.

Cisneros, Ernesto. Efrén Divided.
Worrying about his undocumented
parents, who have worked hard to secure
a safe life for their family, a Mexican-
American boy struggles to find his inner
courage when his beloved mother is
arrested and deported.

Colbert, Brandy. The Only Black Girls in
Town. In a predominately white California
beach town, the only two black seventh-
graders, Alberta and Edie, find hidden
journals that uncover family secrets and
speak to race relations in the past.

Day, Christine. I Can Make This Promise.
When Edie finds letters and photographs
in her attic that change everything she
thought she knew about her Native
American mother's adoption, she realizes
she has a lot to learn about her family's
history and her own identity.

Elliot, L.M.. Louisa June and the Nazis in
the Waves. Suddenly, the waves outside
Louisa June’s farm aren’t for eel-fishing
or marveling at wild swans—they’re
dangerous, swarming with hidden
enemies.

Elliott, Zetta. Moonwalking. Punk rock-
loving JJ Pankowski can’t seem to fit in at
his new school in Brooklyn. Pierre Velez, a
math and history geek by day and graffiti
artist by night, is eager to follow in his
idol, Jean-Michel Basquiat’s, footsteps.
The boys stumble into an unlikely
friendship, swapping notes on their love
of music and art.

Faruqi, Reem. Golden Girl. When her
father is accused of a crime he didn't
commit, seventh grader Aafiyah, a
Pakistani American girl who has a habit of
"borrowing" glittery things, decides to
use her bad habit to reunite her family.

Hennessey, M. G. The Other Boy. Shane
Woods is just a regular boy. He loves
pitching for his baseball team, working on
his graphic novel, and hanging out with
his best friend, Josh. But Shane is
keeping something private, something
that might make a difference to his
friends and teammates, even Josh.

Lockington, Mariama. In the Key of Us. At
Harmony Music Camp, Zora and Andi are
the only two Black girls in a sea of mostly
white faces. In kayaks and creaky cabins,
the two begin to connect, unraveling their
loss, insecurities, and hopes for the
future.

Lorentz, Dayna. Wayward Creatures.
Twelve-year-old Gabe doesn't know
where he belongs anymore. In a plea for
attention, Gabe sets off fireworks and
causes a small forest fire that destroys
several acres of land. In the chaos of the
destruction, a coyote named Rill finds
herself far from home. Gabe and Rill's
paths cross. Together, they discover that
sometimes it only takes one friend to find
the place where you belong.

Mbalia, Kwame. Last Gate of the Emperor.
Enduring an isolated existence in
hardscrabble Addis Prime, a star
underground augmented reality gamer
finds his family targeted by city-razing
monsters waging a galaxy-wide war.

Nuanez, J. M. M. Birdie and Me. Ever since
their free-spirited mama died ten months
ago, Jack and her gender creative sibling,
Birdie, have been living with their fun-
loving Uncle Carl. Now their conservative
Uncle Patrick insists on being their
guardian, which forces all four of them to
confront grief, prejudice, and loss, all
while exploring what 'home' really means.

Ramée, Lisa Moore. A Good Kind of
Trouble. After attending a powerful
protest, Shayla starts wearing an
armband to school to support the Black
Lives Matter movement, but when the
school gives her an ultimatum, she is
forced to choose between her education
and her identity.

Reynolds, Jason. The Boy in the Black
Suit. Soon after his mother’s death, Matt
takes a job at a funeral home in his tough
Brooklyn neighborhood and, while
attending and assisting with funerals,
begins to accept her death and his
responsibilities as a man.

Ryan, Pam Muñoz. The Dreamer. A
fictionalized biography of the Nobel
Prizewinning Chilean poet Pablo Neruda,
who grew up a painfully shy child,
ridiculed by his overbearing father, but
who became one of the most widely-read
poets in the world.

Savaryn, Lorelei. The Edge of in Between.
After the death of her parents, Lottie
loses her colorful magic and is sent to the
gray wasteland to live with her uncle, but
the discovery of a locked-up garden, a
wise cardinal, and a hidden boy gives
Lottie a second chance at bringing color
back into her life.

Sumner, Jamie. Tune It Out. Separated
from her mother by child services, a girl
with a sensory processing disorder
struggles to start over at an elite private
school, where the support of new friends,
a helpful counselor, family members and
her evolving relationship with music help
her find her voice.

Ursu, Anne. The Troubled Girls of
Dragomir Academy. Dragomir Academy
promises Marya and her classmates a
chance to make something of themselves.
But as they learn how to fit into a world
with no place for them, they begin to
discover things about the magic the men
of their country wield, as well as the
Dread itself—things that threaten the
precarious balance upon which Illyria is
built.
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Nonfiction

Bolden, Tonya. Speak Up, Speak Out! The
Extraordinary Life of "Fighting Shirley
Chisholm" (B CHISHOLM). A biography of
Shirley Chisholm, the first Black woman
elected to the House of Representatives
and the first Black woman to run for
president with a major political party.

Hendrix, John. The Faithful Spy: Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and the Plot to Kill Hitler (B
BONHOEFFER). Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a
pastor upset by the complacency of the
German church toward the suffering
caused by the Nazi party. Struggling to
reconcile his faith and the teachings of
the Bible with the government's evil
agenda, Bonhoeffer decides that Hitler
must be stopped by any means possible.

Hudson, Wade, editor. The Talk:
Conversations About Race, Love and
Truth (305.8 TAL).Thirty diverse and
award-winning authors and illustrators
capture frank discussions about racism,
identity, and self-esteem.

Jarrow, Gail. Spooked!: How a Radio
Broadcast and the War of the Worlds
Sparked the 1938 Invasion of America
(791.44 JAR). Panic was induced when
listeners believed Orson Welles' radio
broadcast of "The War of the Worlds" to
be news of an alien invasion. Explore the
context in which the broadcast was aired
and why it was so convincing.

Kamkwambe, William. The Boy Who
Harnessed the Wind (621.45 KAM).
William Kamkwamba describes the
drought that struck his tiny village in
Malawi, his subsequent interest in
science, and his idea to build a windmill
out of scrap metal and old bicycle parts.

Macy, Sue. Breaking Through: How
Female Athletes Shattered Stereotypes in
the Roaring Twenties (796.082 MAC).
A rare and fascinating glimpse into the
journey of women's rights through the
lens of women in sports during the pivotal
decade of the 1920s. Featuring bold and
talented heroines, this book documents
how the social issues and morals of the
decade-- from politics to segregation to
the media--helped shape the narratives
around women and alter history entirely.

Miller, Michael. Fake News: Separating
Truth From Fiction (TEEN 070.43 MIL).
While popularized by Donald Trump, the
term "fake news" actually originated
toward the end of the 19th century. Since
then, it has come to encompass a broad
universe of news stories and marketing
strategies, ranging from outright lies,
propaganda, and conspiracy theories to
hoaxes, opinion pieces, and satire--all
facilitated and manipulated by social
media platforms.

Prager, Sarah. Queer, There, and
Everywhere: 23 People Who Changed the
World (TEEN 306.76 PRA). World history
has been made by countless lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer
individuals—and you've never heard of
many of them. Queer author and activist
Sarah Prager delves deep into the lives of
23 people who fought, created, and loved
on their own terms. From high-profile
figures like Abraham Lincoln and Eleanor
Roosevelt to the trailblazing gender-
ambiguous Queen of Sweden and a
bisexual blues singer who didn't make it
into your history books, these true stories
uncover a rich queer heritage that
encompasses every culture, in every era.

Saad, Layla. Me and White Supremacy
(305.8 SAA). How do we give young
people the tools they need to actively
dismantle racism and create a better world
for everyone?

Silverburg, Cory. You Know, Sex (613.9
SIL). This book grounds sex education in
social justice, covering not only the big
three of puberty—hormones,
reproduction, and development—but also
power, pleasure, and how to be a decent
human being. Centering young people's
experiences of pressures and joy, risk and
reward, and confusion and discovery,
there are chapters on body autonomy,
disclosure, stigma, and harassment.

Graphic Novels

Alexander, Kwame. The Crossover.
Thirteen-year-old twin basketball stars
Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and
lows on and off the court as their father
ignores his declining health.

Bowles, David. Rise of the Halfling King
(series). Monstrous snakes and impossible
tests are a lot for a boy to handle, but
Sayam is brave and has a loyal monkey, a
wise grandmother, and magical knowledge
on his side!

Craft, Jerry. New Kid (series). Seventh-
grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more
than drawing cartoons about his life. But
instead of sending him to the art school
of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a
prestigious private school known for its
academics, where Jordan is one of the few
kids of color in his entire grade.

Fung, Rosena. Living With Viola. Livy is
already having trouble fitting in as the new
girl at school—and then there’s Viola.
Viola is Livy’s anxiety brought to life, a
shadowy twin that only Livy can see or
hear.Only when Livy learns how to ask for
help and face her anxiety does she finally
figure out how to live with Viola.

Gownley, Jimmy. 7 Good Reasons Not to
Grow Up. Kirby creates online videos
showing kids why growing up isn't so
great, but when his best friend, Raja,
finds out that Kirby isn't the person he's
pretending to be, they may be forced to
grow up sooner than they think.

Hale, Nathan. Cold War Correspondent: A
Korean War Tale (Series, Nonfiction
Graphic Novels, 951.904 HAL). The story
of Korean War correspondent Marguerite
Higgins, who risked her life in dangerous
situations to provide eyewitness accounts
of many of the major events of the war.

LaMotte, Lily. Measuring Up. Having just
moved to Seattle from Taiwan, twelve-
year-old Cici enters a cooking
competition, but she worries because she
only knows how to cook Taiwanese food.

Layne, Aliza. Beetle and the Hollowbones.
Caught between the worlds of magical
sorceresses and spirits who are trapped
in the mall for eternity, goblin-witch
Beetle races to rescue her ghost friend at
the same time she encourages her aunt’s
apprentice to stand up for herself.

Meconis, Dylan. Queen of the Sea. Royal
intrigue and power grabs, mysterious
orphans and islands, shipwrecks and
secrets, inspired by the childhood of
Queen Elizabeth I.

Page, Tyler. Button Pusher. Tyler's brain
is different. Unlike his friends, he has a
hard time paying attention in class. He
acts out in goofy ways. Sometimes, he
even does dangerous things—like cut up
a bus seat with a pocketknife or hang out
of an attic window. This is his story, from
diagnosis to treatment and beyond.

Riess, Natalie. Dungeon Critters. Join a
tight-knit squad of animal companions on
a wild adventure investigating a
conspiracy among the furry nobility.

Spiegelman, Nadja. Blancaflor, The Hero
With Secret Powers: A Folktale From Latin
America. A damsel to the rescue! Raised
by a mean ogre of a father who eats his
opponents for dinner, Blancaflor is often
told not to show off her own considerable
powers for fear of scaring off suitors.
When a prince falls from the sky and
wakes up in her lap, she is spellbound
and moves heaven and earth to help the
endearing, yet not so clever, young man.

Torres, J. Stealing Home. When a boy
struggles after moving to a Japanese
internment camp during WWII, baseball
shows him another way to approach life.
But when the Japanese attack Pearl
Harbor, his life, like that of every other
North American of Japanese descent,
changes forever.




