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Fiction

Attah, Ayesha Harruna. The Deep Blue
Between (TEEN). After a raid on their
village in 1892, the twin sisters Hassana
and Husseina are torn apart. Taken in
different directions, far from their home,
each sister finds a new start. As the twins
pursue their separate paths, they remain
connected through their shared dreams.
Will they ever find each other again?

Brockenbough, Martha. Into the Bloodred
Woods (TEEN). Happily ever after is a lie.
Once upon a time there was a kingdom,
and a forest that liked to eat men, and a
girl who would change everything... but
not alone.

Bruchac, Joseph. Killer of Enemies
(TEEN). In a world that has barely
survived an apocalypse that leaves it with
pre-twentieth century technology, Lozen
is a monster hunter for four tyrants who
are holding her family hostage.

Dewoskin, Rachel. Someday We Will Fly
(TEEN). Lillia, fifteen, flees Warsaw with
her father and baby sister in 1940 to try
to make a new start in Shanghai, China,
but the conflict grows more intense as
America and Japan become involved.

Edgmon, H.E. The Witch King (TEEN). To
save a fae kingdom, a trans witch must
face his traumatic past and the royal
fiancé he left behind.

Gansworth, Eric. Give Me Some Truth: A
Novel With Paintings (TEEN). In 1980, life
is hard on the Tuscarora Reservation.
Carson dreams of forming a rock band
and Maggi longs to create conceptual
artwork. But tensions are rising between
the reservation and the surrounding
communities. In the confusion of politics
and growing up, Carson and Maggi have
to make a place for themselves.

Hutchinson, Shaun David. Before We
Disappear (TEEN). At the 1909 World’s
Fair, Jack and Willhelm, two assistants of
rival magicians, fall in love and create an
elaborate scheme to pursue their own
futures.

Ifueko, Jordan. Raybearer (TEEN, series).
Raised in isolation, Tarisai yearns for the
closeness she could have as one of the
Crown Prince's Council of Eleven, but her
mother, The Lady, has magically
compelled Tarisai to kill the Crown Prince.

Jackson, Tiffany D. White Smoke (TEEN).
The phantoms of Marigold’s old life keep
haunting her, but moving to a new home
seems like a fresh start until household
items start vanishing, doors open on their
own, and a foul smell seeps through the
vents. The ghosts Marigold is running
from might be more than a metaphor.

Morris, Brittney. Slay (TEEN). An honors
student at Jefferson Academy, seventeen-
year-old Keira enjoys developing and
playing Slay, a secret, multiplayer online
role-playing game celebrating black
culture, until the two worlds collide.

Morrow, Bethany C., editor. Take the Mic:
Fictional Stories of Everyday Resistance
(TEEN). This anthology features stories
that reflect a slice of the varied and
limitless paths of everyday resistance.
Stand up to online trolls. March to protest
injustice. Own #DisabledAndCute and
dance around your living room, alive and
proud. Be the trans mentor that you wish
you had when you were younger. Call out
false allies, or stand up to loved ones.

Nayeri, Daniel. Everything Sad Is Untrue:
A True Story (TWEEN). At the front of a
classroom, a boy named Khosrou (whom
everyone calls "Daniel") stands, trying to
tell a story. His story. But no one believes
a word he says. Like Scheherazade, he
weaves a tale, really a true story, to save
his own life, and stake his claim to the
truth.

Polydoros, Aden. The City Beautiful
(TEEN). Death lurks around every corner
in this unforgettable Jewish historical
fantasy about a city, a boy, and the
shadows of the past that bind them both
together.

Ramos, Nonieqa. The Disturbed Girl’s
Dictionary (TEEN). Macy’s school
officially classifies her as “disturbed,”
but she has more pressing problems: her
mom can’t move off the couch, her dad’s
in prison, her brother’s been kidnapped
by Child Protective Services, and now her
best friend isn’t speaking to her. Writing
in a dictionary format, Macy explains the
world in her own terms.

Redgate, Riley. Alone Out Here (TEEN).
The year is 2072. Soon a volcanic
eruption will trigger catastrophic
devastation, and the only way out is up.
When the apocalypse arrives months
ahead of schedule, First Daughter Leigh
Chen and a handful of teens are the only
ones to escape the planet on a high-tech
prototype spaceship.

Rivera, Lilliam. Dealing in Dreams (TEEN).
Nalah leads the fiercest all-girl crew in
Mega City, but when she sets her sights
on giving this life up for a prestigious
home in Mega Towers, she must decide if
she's willing to do the unspeakable to get
what she wants.

Robertson, David. The Barren Grounds
(series). Morgan and Eli, two Indigenous
children forced away from their families
and communities, are brought together in
a foster home. They struggle to fit in until
they find a secret place, walled off in an
unfinished attic bedroom. A portal into
the wintry Barren Grounds of Misewa
opens, and they discover that the Misewa
community of animal beings needs their
help to survive the White Time.

Rogerson, Margaret. Vespertine (TEEN).
The spirits of the dead do not rest. When
Artemisia’s convent is attacked by
possessed soldiers, she defends it by
awakening an ancient and dangerous
power.

Waters, Erica. The River Has Teeth
(TEEN). When Natasha's sister
disappears, she desperately turns to
Della, a local girl rumored to be a witch,
in the hopes that magic will bring her
sister home. But Della has her own
secrets to hide. She thinks the beast
who's responsible for the disappearances
is her own mother, who was turned into a
terrible monster by magic gone wrong.

Watson, Renée and Ellen Hagan. Watch
Us Rise (TEEN). Jasmine and Chelsea are
sick of the way women are treated even
at their progressive NYC high school, so
they decide to start a Women’s Rights
Club. They post everything online and
soon they go viral. But with success, the
club is also targeted by online trolls.
Jasmine and Chelsea will risk everything
for their voices—and those of other
young women—to be heard.

Wilson, Kip. The Most Dazzling Girl in
Berlin (TEEN). On her eighteenth
birthday, Hilde leaves her orphanage in
1930s Berlin, and finds a job at Café Lila,
a vibrant cabaret full of expressive
customers. But between the elections,
protests in the streets, worsening
antisemitism and anti-homosexual
sentiment, and the beginning seeds of
unrest in Café Lila itself, Hilde will have to
decide what's best for her future, and
what it means to love a place on the cusp
of war.
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Nonfiction

Graphic Novels

Bondy, Halley. How to Be a Difficult Bitch:
Claim Your Power, Ditch the Haters, and
Feel Good Doing It (TEEN, 305.2422
BON). In the past, being a "difficult bitch"
was bad. This book embraces the insult
with irreverent humor, encouraging
readers to be themselves no matter what,
including an exploration of the ways this
phrase can be interpreted differently
among people of different backgrounds.

Fleming, Candace. The Rise and Fall of
Charles Lindbergh (TEEN, B LINDBERGH).
First human to cross the Atlantic via
airplane; one of the first American media
sensations; Nazi sympathizer and anti-
Semite; loner whose baby was kidnapped
and murdered; champion of Eugenics, the
science of improving a human population
by controlled breeding; tireless
environmentalist. Charles Lindbergh was
all of the above. Here is a spellbinding
biography about an American hero who
was also a deeply flawed man.

Grimes, Nikki. Ordinary Hazards: A
Memoir (TEEN, B GRIMES). Growing up
with a mentally-ill mother and a mostly
absent father, Nikki Grimes found herself
terrorized by babysitters, shunted from
foster family to foster family, and preyed
upon by those she trusted. At the age of
six, she poured her pain onto a piece of
paper late one night and discovered the
magic and impact of writing.

Manta, Karina. On Top of Glass: My
Stories as a Queer Girl in Figure Skating
(TEEN, B MANTA). Karina Manta, the first
female figure skater on Team USA to
come out as queer, tells a story about her
struggle with body image in a sport that
prizes delicate femininity; about panic
attacks, and first crushes, and all the
crushes that followed; about growing up,
feeling different than everybody around
her and then realizing that everyone else
felt different, too.

Reynolds, Jason and Ibram X. Kendi.
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You
(305.8 REY). A history of racist and
antiracist ideas in America, from their
roots in Europe until today, adapted from
the National Book Award winner Stamped
from the Beginning.

Rusch, Elizabeth. You Call This
Democracy? How to Fix Our Government
and Deliver Power to the People (320.973
RUS). America is the greatest democracy
in the world...isn't it? This book examines
some of the more problematic aspects of
our government but, more importantly,
offers ways for young people to fix them.

Sabic-El-Rayess, Amra. The Cat I Never
Named: A True Story of Love, War, and
Survival (TEEN B SABIC). The stunning
memoir of a Muslim teen struggling to
survive in the midst of the Bosnian
genocide—and the stray cat who
protected her family through it all.

Vaid-Menon, Alok. Beyond the Gender
(TEEN, 305.3 VAI). Alok Vaid-Menon
challenges the world to see gender not in
black and white, but in full color. Drawing
from their own experiences, they show us
that gender is a malleable and creative
form of expression. The only limit is your
imagination.

Criswell, Shelby. Queer As All Get Out:
10 People Who've Inspired Me (TEEN).
Follow the daily life of one queer artist
from Texas as they introduce us to the
lives of ten LGBTQIA+ people from
history.

Delliquanti, Blue. Across a Field of
Starlight (TEEN). An epic sci-fi graphic
novel romance between two non-binary
characters as they find one another
through time, distance, and war.

Flowers, Ebony. Hot Comb (TEEN). A
poignant glimpse into Black women's
lives and coming of age stories as seen
across a crowded, ammonia-scented hair
salon while ladies gossip and bond over
the burn.

Hicks, Faith Erin. One Year at Ellsmere.
Winning a scholarship to a prestigious
boarding school, Juniper endures bullying
from a popular queen bee before
investigating rumors about a mythical
beast in the nearby forest.

Kelly, Joe. I Kill Giants (TEEN). Barbara is
an angry elementary-school girl who is
known as a freak and claims to be a killer
of giants. She faces bullies and storms
with no fear, but cannot face what she
hides from at home.

Krosoczka, Jarret. Hey, Kiddo (TWEEN).
Jarrett’s family is complicated. His mom
is an addict, in and out of rehab, and his
life. His father is a mystery and he lives
with his grandparents—two very loud,
very loving, very opinionated people who
had thought they were through with
raising children.

Neri, G. Grand Theft Horse (TWEEN). Gail
Ruffu was a rookie trainer known for her
ability to handle dangerous horses. When
the owners of the horse she’s working
won’t accept that he’ll be hurt by racing,
she steals him and becomes wanted by
the law as continues to fight for the
humane treatment of animals.

Rowell, Rainbow. Runaways: Find Your
Way Home (TWEEN, series). When the
Runaways eliminate the villainous Pride
from Los Angeles, it leaves a vacuum of
power in the city’s underworld, and soon
Nico, Karolina, Gert, Chase, and Molly are
on the run again to uncover the truth.

Stiefvater, Maggie. Swamp Thing: Twin
Branches (TEEN). Twins Alec and Walker
Holland have a reputation around town.
One is quiet and the other is the life of
any party, but the two are inseparable.
Spending their last summer before
college with their rural cousins, Walker
carves his name into the new social
scene, while Alec recedes into a school
laboratory, slowly losing himself to a
deep, dark experiment.

Tagame, Gengoroh. My Brother’s
Husband (TWEEN, series).Yaichi’s life as
a suburban dad in Tokyo is suddenly
changed by the arrival of a hulking,
affable Canadian named Mike Flanagan,
the widower of Yaichi’s estranged twin,
Ryoji. Yaichi's young daughter Kana is
fascinated by her new uncle, but Yaichi is
having a harder time adjusting.

Tamaki, Mariko. Laura Dean Keeps
Breaking Up With Me (TEEN). Laura Dean,
the most popular girl in high school, was
Frederica Riley's dream girl: charming,
confident, and SO cute. There's just one
problem: Laura Dean is maybe not the
greatest girlfriend. Reeling from her latest
break up, Freddy's best friend, Doodle,
introduces her to the Seek-Her, a
mysterious medium, who leaves Freddy
some cryptic parting words: break up
with her.

Ukazu, Ngozi. Check, Please! Book 1:
#Hockey (TEEN, series). Eric Bittle is a
former Georgia junior figure skating
champion, vlogger extraordinaire, and
amateur pâtissier. But as accomplished
as he is, nothing could prepare him for
his freshman year of playing hockey at
the prestigious Samwell University in
Samwell, Massachusetts. It's nothing like
co-ed club hockey back in the South! For
one? There's checking. Second, there is
Jac—his very attractive but moody
captain.

Yang, Gene Luen. Dragon Hoops (TEEN).
Gene prefers comic books to sports and
lost interest in basketball long ago, but at
the high school where he now teaches,
it's all anyone can talk about. The men's
varsity team, the Dragons, is having a
phenomenal season that's been decades
in the making. Once Gene gets to know
these young all-stars, he realizes that
their story is just as thrilling as anything
he's seen on a comic book page.




